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Example 1: Rhythmic transcription of Diane Walker’s DC Tap Fest XI solo, 2:00–2:09. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8mYLwFvCZg  

 

 

Example 2: Basic tap notation symbols (my own). 
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Example 3: Tap notation example: opening line of the Shim Sham routine. Slurs indicate step groupings 

(at various levels), red noteheads mark the beginning of larger step units, and brackets indicate musical 

phrasing. Symbols below the stave denote dance steps, and the “R” and “L” are extra, optional indicators 

for which foot is used. 

 

 

 

Example 4: Paradigmatic realization of “paradiddles” (dig-spank-step-heel). 

 

 

 

Example 5: Sarah Reich “Riff Challenge”: grouping dissonance from dotted quarter-length step units. 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CZvSE_npEDF/  

 

 

 

Example 6: Passage from Jason Samuels Smith performing with the Winard Harper Trio at the 2020 

Richmond Folk Festival, 1:41–1:48: small-scale grouping dissonances from groups of three 8ths in simple 

time. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wE_EWxCdl-g  
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Example 7: Sample additive figure (5+4+6 grouping—5-beat riff, paradiddle, 6-beat riff). 

 

 

 

Example 8: Diane Walker’s DC Tap Fest XI triplet solo, 2:03–2:09. Red noteheads mark the beginnings 

of step units and red text marks unit lengths, measured in triplet 8ths. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8mYLwFvCZ
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