
Jose M. Garza, Jr., Ph.D. 
Texas State University 

jg1579@txstate.edu 
 

Questioning the Tidy Pairings of Inverse Binaries: The Case for Progressive Punk 
 

This paper will demonstrate: 
 

• Punk rock is not uniformly simplistic. 

• Musically progressive elements reinforce politically progressive lyrics. 

• A connection between progressivism in two dimensions provides opportunities for exploring 
musical meaning. 

 
 

 Uppercase ‘P’ Progressive Lowercase ‘p’ progressive 

Music (following Stump) Specific style or formula Innovative 

Politics Specific to a political climate Stimulate progress 

Comparison of uppercase/lowercase distinction for music and politics 
 

 Positively Viewed Entity Negatively Viewed Entity Victor 

Comedy Transgression Order Transgression 

Romance Order Transgression Order 

Irony Order Transgression Transgression 

Tragedy Transgression Order Order 

Breakdown of narrative archetypes (Almén 2008, following Frye) 
 

Analysis 1: NOFX, “The Idiots Are Taking Over” 
 

Ironic reading: positively viewed order defeated by negatively viewed transgression 
 

 

 
 

 

 

0:00, Intro, opening bass riff, narrative order 

0:06, Intro, entrance of A5 power chords, narrative transgressor 
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0:26, Stanza 1 

Negatively viewed transgressor Positively viewed order 

0:49, end of Stanza 3 and beginning of Stanza 4 
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1:49, end of Stanza 6 and beginning of Bridge 

2:00, Bridge 
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Stanza Group at 0:26 Stanza Group at 1:12 Stanza Group at 2:30 

Lyrics Chords Lyrics Chords Lyrics Chords 

It’s not the 
right time 

F#m D A B 
D Bm A A 
(with solo) 

Darwin’s 
rollin’ over 

F#m D A B 
D Bm A A 
(with solo) 

N/A F#m D A B 
D Bm A A 
(with solo) 

Mensa 
membership 

F#m D A B 
D Bm 

Someone 
flipped 

F#m D A B 
D Bm 

What are we 
left with? 

F#m D A B 
D Bm 

Industrial 
revolution 

A A F#m F#m 
D Dm A A 

F#m F#m F D 
A A (with solo) 

Charlton 
Heston 

A A F#m F#m 
D Dm A A 

F#m F#m F D 
(no solo) 

Populate the 
homeland 

A A F#m F#m 
D Dm A A 

F#m F#m F D 
A A (no solo) 

Comparison of stanza groups, omissions highlighted 
 

Analysis 2: Propagandhi, “Cognitive Suicide” 
 

Comedic reading: Positively viewed protagonists defeat negatively viewed order 
 

 

 
0:00, Intro A, narrative order 
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0:15, Intro B, narrative transgressor (protagonists) 

0:47, second part of Verse 1 
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0:58, Chorus 

1:15, first part of Verse 2 



Jose M. Garza, Jr., Ph.D. 
Texas State University 

jg1579@txstate.edu 

 

 
 

 

 

2:02, second part of Bridge A 

2:26, excerpt from solo passages 



Jose M. Garza, Jr., Ph.D. 
Texas State University 

jg1579@txstate.edu 

 

 
 

 
Selected Bibliography 

 
Almén, Byron. 2008. A Theory of Musical Narrative. Indiana University Press. 
Ambrosch, Gerfried. 2018. The Poetry of Punk: The Meaning Behind Punk Rock and Hardcore Lyrics. Routledge. 
Burkett, Mike. 2004. Liner notes for Rock Against Bush Vol. 1. Fat Wreck Chords FAT675-2, compact disc. 
Hoskin, Luke, Tim Millar, and Cameron McLellan. 2019. Propagandhi: Failed States: The Official Guitar and Bass 

Transcription. Sheet Happens Publishing. 
Kurtzleben, Danielle. 2021. “More And More Democrats Embrace The ‘Progressive’ Label. Here's Why.” 

NPR (website). Published September 13, 2021. Accessed July 3, 2022. https://www. 
npr.org/2021/09/13/1035971261/more-and-more-democrats-embrace-the-progressive-label-heres-
why 

Laing, Dave. 2015. One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock. PM Press. 
Merriam-Webster. n.d. “Progressive.” Merriam-Webster.com (website). Accessed July 3, 2022. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/progressive 
Propagandhi. 2012. Liner notes for Failed States. Epitaph 87192-2, compact disc. 
PunkVoter. n.d. “About PunkVoter.com.” PunkVoter (website). Accessed July 4, 2022. http:// 

www.punkvoter.com/about/about.html 
Sensarma, Abhijato. 2021. “‘Punching down’”: The Profound Problem with Comedy Routines That Target 

Marginal Groups.” Scroll.in (website). Published May 27, 2021. Accessed July 21, 2022. 
https://scroll.in/article/995883/punching-down-the-profound-problem-with-comedy-routines-
that-target-marginal-groups 

3:06, excerpt from Bridge B' 


