“Feels Like Something that I’ve Done Before”: Massive Attack’s “Dissolved Girl” Schema
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Figure 1: Attribute inventory of the “Dissolved Girl” schema (cf. Frank Lehman).
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Figure 2: Progression of schematic elements in “Dissolved Girl” (1998): instrumental envelope
(norm).
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Figure 3: Progression of schematic elements in “Group Four” (1998): instrumental takeover
(variant).
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Figure 4: Progression of schematic elements in “Daydreaming” (1991): direct juxtaposition
(variant).
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Figure 5: Distribution curve (cf. Robert Gjerdingen) of “Dissolved Girl” schema appearances in
Massive Attack’s discography, 1991-2010.



Selected Bibliography

Badarou, Wally. “Echoes/Aftermath.” Wallybadarou.com, 2010. https://www.wallybadarou.com/ZUS .F/Sub-
Pages/Dis/Stories/d.WB-zEchoes.html.

Big Bird PH, 2020, comment on silent-skies, “Dissolved Girl - Massive Attack.” YouTube Video, 6:06. July 28,
2008. https://youtu.be/6lcZ0redgls.

Byros, Vasili. “Meyer’s Anvil: Revisiting the Schema Concept.” Music Analysis 31, iii: 273-346 (2012).

Caitifff. ““Heavy’ Trip-Hop?”” Reddit, August 12, 2022.
https://www.reddit.com/r/triphop/comments/wmjén6/heavy trip hop/.

Del Naja, Robert, and Andrew Vowles. “Massive Attack: Friendly Fire.” Interview by Anil Prasad. Innverviews,
1998. https://www.innerviews.org/inner/massive.html.

“Dissolved Girl.” Massive Attack: A Fansite for the Bristol Collective. https://massiveattack.ie/info/dissolved-girl/.

DJ Joven, “Wally Badarou - Mambo.” Youtube Video, 4:55. October 17, 2013. https://youtu.be/l165wCr8LYEg.

Gjerdingen, Robert O. Music in the Galant Style. Oxford University Press, 2007.

Heidemann, Kate. “A System for Describing Vocal Timbre in Popular Song.” Music Theory Online 22, no. 1
(March 2016): 1-17. https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.16.22.1/mto.16.22.1.heidemann.html.

JamersonRosenburg, “I need your help Reddit!” Reddit, April 13, 2012.
https://www.reddit.com/r/triphop/comments/s&iji/i need your help reddit can anyone help me find/.

Lehman, Frank. “Hollywood Cadences: Music and the Structure of Cinematic Expectation.” Music Theory Online
19, no. 4 (December 2013): 1-29. https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.13.19.4/mto.13.19.4.lehman.html.

Mad Villain, 2021, comment on silent-skies, “Dissolved Girl - Massive Attack.” YouTube Video, 6:06. July 28,
2008. https://youtu.be/6lcZ0redgls..

MASTronaut, 2015, comment on silent-skies, “Dissolved Girl - Massive Attack.” YouTube Video, 6:06. July 28,
2008. https://youtu.be/6lcZ0redgls.

Mitchell Julius, 2021, comment on silent-skies, “Dissolved Girl - Massive Attack.” YouTube Video, 6:06. July 28,
2008. https://youtu.be/6lcZ0redgls.

Mrtitkins, 2018, comment on JesusDied, “‘Dissolved Girl’ - Massive Attack.” Reddit, October 11, 2018.
https://www.reddit.com/r/triphop/comments/9nb04u/dissolved girl massive attack/.

Oliver John, 2012, comment on turkles, “Group Four.” YouTube Video, 8:12. February 6, 2009.
https://youtu.be/SHnF5T4Neuc.

Shapetheft, 2017, comment on silent-skies, “Dissolved Girl - Massive Attack.” YouTube Video, 6:06. July 28, 2008.
https://youtu.be/6lcZ0redgls.

Za Sa, 2014, comment on silent-skies, “Dissolved Girl - Massive Attack.” YouTube Video, 6:06. July 28, 2008.
https://youtu.be/6lcZ0redgls.




